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CHAPTER III: THE HISTORY AND CONTEXT OF FALSE CREEK NORTH 
 

False Creek North provides for a valuable case study of high-density, high-rise, downtown living 
because of the recognized seminal status the master planned development has received in guiding 
following developments in both Vancouver’s context and beyond. The site demonstrates the 
potential redevelopment opportunities of under utilized industrial land, as well as a highly 
orchestrated and comprehensive urban design and city planning effort. The history and context of 
the physical and social environments are described below. The policies that guided the development 
are explained in the following sections.  
 
From the conception of the development, the City of Vancouver committed to making the project an 
example by demonstrating that families and residents in social housing could have their needs met in 
high-rise downtown living, enjoy a rich variety of amenities and mix seamlessly with the residents in 
smaller households and market-rate housing while maintaining a high quality of life. Ambitious social 
policies, directed specifically at families, residents in social housing and the necessary amenities 
were conceived to address these goals. These were outlined in the CityPlan, Central Area Plan, 
“High-Density Housing Guidelines for Families with Children”, “Plaza Design Guidelines”, False Creek 
North Official Development Plan and False Creek Policy Broadsheets and are discussed in more detail 
below. The lessons learned from planning FCN contributed heavily to the “cooperative planning 
model”, comprising a set of established and emerging leading practices that continue to inform 
Vancouver’s master planned developments.1 
 

                                                 
1 Beasley, 2008, pers. comm. 
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Map 3.1.1: Site Map of False Creek North (Data on map valid for 2004). 2  

 
 
3.1 History of the Site  
The FCN site has experienced a rich and changing history; this section gives a brief account of how 
the land use in FCN and priorities for the site ha ve evolved from pre incorporation to present day. 3 
 
Pre Incorporation  
The shores of the False Creek basin were used as grounds for food gathering of fish, crab, shellfish, 
and other species, primarily by residents of the S’nuaq village at what is now referred to as Kits 
Point. Over the years, the shores and flats of No rth False Creek would be massively changed by the 
development of a rail terminus that fuelled land deals and speculation. The Canadian Pacific Railway 
essentially gave birth to the city by shifting the lo cation of their terminus to Vancouver in exchange 
for large swaths of land around it, including the False Creek shore lands. 
 
1887: The Infancy of Vancouver  
The Roundhouse is one of the only remaining struct ures from the era of Vancouver’s incorporation, 
which was based on land deals with the Canadian Pacific Railway in the 1880s. Constructed in 1886 –

                                                 
2 City of Vancouver, 2004. 
3 This section largely contains  excerpts from Hurley, 2007. 


